Leadership, determination key for Metros’ leading scorer

Senior is a
two-year captain
for first-place team

MASON DOWLEY
Jeowlnyd@sieuscityjoernal.oom
SIOUX CITY - James Page was
a foree on the football field and he
is even more 50 on a sheet of ice,
The East Iligh senior is one
of the top forwarnds on 2 Metros
hockey team that is ourrently in
the midst of a10-game win streak.
Pagie usos his strong work othic,
as described by Metros head coach
Dave LeCree, as the captain of the
Melmslarmlhﬂ 15 im first place in
T the Midwist igh School Hockey
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WHY: East High senior scored bwo goals in each
parme as Melros swept a two-game weekend series

with Ames,

FYi: Contrihuted 23 sofo fackles and 26 assisted

stoges while also rushing for 276 vards during the Black Raiders fool-

hall season.

League with 4 14-1-1 record.
“His hard work {sticks out)”
sald LeGree, in his fourth season
as head coach., “When he gets on
the ire, it's a constani go-go-mo.
Hiz knovws how to protect the pack,

He is just a strong right forward,
he can ball his way into the cor-
ners.

“He's a bull, he just keeps go-
mg and going, he wears you down
that"s what he does and he has he

determination to keep going.”

LeGree estimates that Page,
dlong with senior linemates Con=
nar Sand (MMCRLD) and Dirake
Beller (North), will spend nearly
half of a 51-minute game on the
e,

Page, the Sloux City Journal’s
Metro Athlete of the Week, has
a team-=high 17 goals this season
through 16 games while his five
game -winning goals, and three
short-handed goals lead the en-
tire MWIHSTL.

“Our line, we're not all indhid-
uals, we're playing together" =aid
Page, “None of us are scared togo
into the cormers and get dirty,

“1t's been nice, we started last
woar pretiy hot, but it"s even better

this year."

The son of Dave and Staci Page
hadt a pair of two- goal games as the
Metros swepd 3 two-game week-
end series at Ames this past week-
end that catapulted them into first
place. He had both game - winning
goals in6-2 und 4-0 wins that has
pushed the Metros goal count to
73 a5 a beam, ted with Omaha for
tops in the keague.

vGood defense, we didn't give
up too many goals” said Page.
“0ur Line is fust working well, we
just find the open dude.”

LeGree has coached for over 30
yoears at various levels throwgh-
out hoekey in Sioux City and the

Plense téd METRO, Page BY

Metro

former Sionx City Muske-
teer has seen Page develop
into one of the best players
I has ever coached.

“Iis higgest thing ks how
heleads theteam,” stid LeG-
ree of his two-year caplain,
41 o to him and =say ‘hey
you need o speak to this
person, especially talking
tio the young players, | have
ayourg Hoe of freshmen and
sopvornores, they O right
in, they competeagainst the
older kids.

“1 book at Kevin Lohry (a
past Metros star) and T look
at James. He was proba-
By one of the best kdds 1
vt coached amd Pro ol
talking about hockey, 1'm
talking about as a beader. 1
¥ind of put him in the same
class because [ ask him this
needs to done, we'ne beach-
ing them about life.

Pape, a four-year vamity
performer, is one of sven
senbors an this year's team
that has placed third amd
second, respectively, at the
state tournament the last
two seasons, contrib-
wted 27 goals and 17 assists
on last wears state run-
Ter-up sguad.

“In my eyes 1 took these
setiors, | started with them
at Pee'Wee” said LeGree, “1
have watched [ames develop
inte one of the top players
on the team, develop that
understanding of the game,
eood work ethic. T watched
T tadee charge when he got
into high school when [ ook
thse bearm over Thoowght that
FrOIp up,

“] have watched James
mow into being a solid
hockey player and solid
leader. The biggest thing
| mespect is watching a kid

grow ancl maburing into a
man, because that’s whene
h s mow”

After coming up just short
of the first stabe tithe since
20603 fior a Metros team thal
has won six in total, Page
has seen a blg push coming
into thix season, along with
added depth, that has al-
lowedd them the fast start to
the scason.

“Gefting second last vear,
overybody was expecting to
et first, and when we didn®t
everybosdy was ready o
wore back firing (this year)”
i Page, *Wo have an all-
rookic line, those guys just
play great together, t's casy
te not have o rely on one or
two lincs to scone when wo
have gl three lings putiing
in work and getting the puck
in the net.

“It's all about tearmwerk,
if wou know what you're
doing and that your beam-
mates are going Lo do their
job, you just have to rely on
cach ather”

Tewmwork Usul Page and
thie Metros hope will lead 1o
adding another banner st
the IRP lee Center.

SPECIAL MENTION
Wrestling

Easton Graff,
BluiT-Luton.... Junior fm-
proved to 27-2 by winning
the 138 pound weight class
ab the Perry Inwitational
after knocking off Class 34
top- ranked Deville Dentis of
[es Moines East in the final.

Boys Baskethall

Elijah Hazekamyp,
Bishop Heslan... Senior
poured i a canver-high 38
points, hitting 12 of 14 freo
throws, while also pull-
ing down 10 rebovnds in a
double overtime sethack
to Councl]l Bhuffs Abrahom
Lincwoln.




